
74 CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT 

T h e p resen t Governor Genera l is s ty led His Excel lency Genera l T h e R igh t Honourab le 
Georges P . Vanier, D.S.O. , M.C. , C D . 

2.—Governors General of Canada s ince Confederation, 1867 

Name 
Date 

of 
Appointment 

Date of 
Assumption 

of Office 

June 1, 1867 July 1, 1867 

Dec. 29, 1868 Feb . 2, 1869 

May 22, 1872 June 25, 1872 

Oct. 8, 1878 Nov. 25, 1878 

Aug. 18, 1883 Oct. 23, 1883 

May 1, 1888 June 11, 1888 

May 22, 1893 Sept. 18, 1893 

July 30, 1898 Nov. 12, 1898 

Sept. 26, 1904 Dec. 10, 1904 

Mar. 21, 1911 Oct. 13, 1911 

Aug. 19, 1916 Nov. 11, 1916 

Aug. 2, 1921 Aug. 11, 1921 

Aug. 5, 1926 Oct. 2. 1926 

Feb . 9, 1931 Apr. 4, 1931 

Aug. 10, 1935 Nov. 2, 1935 

Apr. 3, 1940 June 21, 1940 

Mar. 21, 1946 Apr. 12, 1946 

Jan. 24, 1952 Feb . 28, 1952 

Aug. 1, 1959 Sept. 15, 1959 

THE VISCOUNT MONCK or BALLYTRAMMON 

THE BARON LISOAR or LISGAR AND BAXUXBOROUGH 

THE EARL OF DUFFERTN 

THE MARQUIS OF LORNE 

THE MARQUIS OF LANSDOWNE 

THE BARON STANLEY OF PRESTON 

THE EARL OF ABERDEEN 

THE EARL OF MINTO 

THE EARL GRET 

FIELD MARSHAL H. R. H. THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT. . . 

THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE 

GENERAL THE BARON BYNG OF VLMY 

THE VISCOUNT WILLINGDON OF RATTON 

THE EARL OF BESSBOROUQH 

THE BARON TWEEDSMUIR OF ELSFIELD 

MAJOR GENERAL THE EARL OF ATHLONE 

FIELD MARSHAL THE VISCOUNT ALEXANDER OF TUNIS. .. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE VINCENT MASSEY 

GENERAL THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGES F. VANIER 

T h e C a b i n e t . — T h e C a b i n e t is a commi t t ee of Minis ters chosen by t h e P r ime Minister 
( t he leader of t h e poli t ical p a r t y forming t h e G o v e r n m e n t of t h e D a y ) generally from 
M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t . B y convent ion , all m e m b e r s of t h e Cab ine t e i ther h a v e seats 
in P a r l i a m e n t or secure sea t s wi th in a shor t t ime and , aga in b y convent ion, all Minis ters in 
charge of d e p a r t m e n t s of g o v e r n m e n t are generally M e m b e r s of t h e House of Commons 
a l t hough the re is no th ing in t h e Cons t i tu t ion t o p r e v e n t a Minis ter w i th Portfolio being a 
Sena to r .* However , t h e y general ly prefer t o have sea t s in t h e House of C o m m o n s where 
all crucial legislation, b y convent ion , is in t roduced a n d where t h e y can offer explanat ions 
necessary t o secure passage of the i r E s t i m a t e s or legislation w i th which t h e y are deeply 
concerned. Minis te rs w i t h o u t Portfolio (wi thou t a d e p a r t m e n t to admin i s t e r ) can be 
m e m b e r s of e i ther t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s or t h e Sena te . F r e q u e n t l y t h e Cab ine t contains 
one Minis te r w i t h o u t Por t fol io—usual ly t h e Leader of t h e G o v e r n m e n t in t h e Sena te—and 
p e r h a p s one or two o the r s chosen for a va r i e ty of reasons such as t h e desirabi l i ty of including 
cer ta in provincia l or sec t ional represen ta t ion t h a t migh t otherwise be lacking in the Minis t ry . 

C a b i n e t m e m b e r s are selected b y the P r ime Minis te r in such m a n n e r as t o ensure, as 
far a s possible, r epresen ta t ion of t h e several geographical and poli t ical regions of t h e count ry 
a n d i t s p r inc ipa l e thn ic , religious a n d social in teres ts . E a c h Cab ine t Minis te r generally 
assumes charge of one of t h e d e p a r t m e n t s of government , a l though a Min i s te r m a y hold 
more t h a n one portfolio a t t h e s a m e t ime or he m a y hold one or more portfolios and one 
or more ac t ing portfolios, o r a Minis te r w i t h o u t Portfolio m a y hold one or more act ing 
portfolios. I n his ac t ing capaci ty , t h e Minis ter exercises t h e s a m e a u t h o r i t y as if h e were 
t h e Minis te r of t h e d e p a r t m e n t . 

• Senator the Hon. Gideon Decker Robertson held the portfolio of Minister of Labour for the periods Nov. 7, 
1918 to Dec. 29, 1921 and Aug. 7, 1930 to Feb. 2, 1932; Senator the Hon. Malcolm Wallace McCutcheon served as 
Minister of Trade and Commerce from Feb. 12 to Apr. 22, 1963. 


